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*Horseshoe Pitching Club
(Continued from page 5)
rate county championships for 
men, women and juniors; se-
niors' tournament: and a doubles 
tournament.  
 "We've had several world 
champions pitch in our tourna-
ments, (including) Paul Fought 
from Dayton and Stan Manker 
from southern Ohio," Jim of-
fers. 
 The local talent isn't bad, ei-
ther. During a mens tournament 
last year, Club president Olen 

Stutzman, a farmer who took up 
pitching just four years earlier, 
had a ringer percentage of 47.8 
in one game and 54.8 another.  
 "Top pitchers– those in Class 
A– have ringer percentages that 
run between 40 and 55," Jim 
says.  
 "These are the Nicklauses 
and Palmers and Tigers of their 
sport." 
 Jim says that while a lot of 
things have changed since the 
fair board decided to add a 

horseshoe pitching tournament 
to their lineup in 1958, some 
things haven't.   
 "There's always been a real 
bond among pitchers," he said. 
"And it still takes the same things 
to succeed: desire, practice, and 
a positive attitude."
 Persons interested in partici-
pating should consult the 2008 
Fulton County Fair Book at 
www.fultoncountyfair.com, or 
pick up a copy at the Fair Box 
Offi ce under the Grandstand.

At Fayette School, students 
can't leave kindergarten without 
knowing how to tie their shoes.  

So midway through this 
past school year, it came as a 
surprise to first grade teacher 
Lacy Stambaugh to learn that 
a little girl in her class didn't 
know how. The student, who 
always wore slip-on shoes, had 
attended a different kindergarten 
that didn't have the tie-your-shoe 
requirement.

For Lacy, the incident brought 
back memories of her days on 
the Fulton County Junior Fair 
Board, when she asked some 
new members of the group who 
didn't grow up on farms and/
or who had never had animal 
projects at the fair to help 
"hurdle" hogs. Hurdling is using 
a portable board, gate or fence, 
which the British call a hurdle, 
to direct animals from their pens 
into loading chutes or lineups 
for the livestock shows.

"I said to them, 'Grab a hurdle 
and help with those pigs,'" she 
said. "They just looked at me 
like 'You want me to do what?' 
One asked, 'Do you want us to 
go in front of the pig or behind 
it?'" 

For Lacy, who grew up on 
a hog farm, this was an eye-

opener: she assumed everyone 
knew the finer points of hog 
hurdling. 
 "You want to say, 'Just go out 
and do it,' but you can't, because 
they don't know how. You have 
to go back to the beginning. You 
have to teach them."  
 This lesson has served her 
well during her first four years 
as a classroom teacher, as well 
as in her role, with husband 
Nick, as advisor of the Fayette 
Rough Riders 4-H Club.  
 She and the youngsters she 
works with in the club and 
classroom have also benefited 
from the communication, 
organization and mentoring 
skills she developed by teaching 
younger Junior Fair Board 
members.  

Real-world skills
 Jill Stechschulte, 4-H youth 
development educator at the 
Ohio State University Fulton 
County Extension Office, is not 
surprised by Lacy's experience. 
 In 13 years on the job, Jill has 
seen firsthand just how many 
real-world job skills kids can 
pick up by participating in the 
Junior Fair. 
 "Junior Fair projects teach kids 
to set goals, plan, use resources 

wisely and keep records," she 
explains. "They learn to fill out 
entry forms and applications and 
develop interview skills as they 
respond to judge's questions. It 
builds their self-esteem."
 Joining the Junior Fair Board 
teaches youngsters even more.  
 "They learn self-motivation, 
teamwork, and thinking and 
decision-making skills," she 
says.  "They learn to be good 
role models and mentor younger 
kids. They know they have to be 
dependable, show up on time, 
and do the job set before them."  
 Junior Fair Board members, 
who help run the livestock 
competitions, also learn podium 
etiquette and stress management 
skills that come in handy if 
young exhibitors and/or their 
parents are disappointed or 
angry about a judge's decision 
in the show ring.
 The feedback Jill receives 
from Junior Fair Board "grads" 
indicates that they continue to 
benefit from what they learned. 
 "The big one I hear is that their 
leadership skills have helped 
them get into organizations," 
she said.  "Some say they used 
to be really shy, but after Fair 
Board, they're now comfortable 
in interviews.  And I had a local 

employer tell me that he's more 
likely to hire kids who have 
been involved in 4-H or FFA."

Lessons for the Future
 Sarah Pratt, 17, daughter of Jim 
and Carolyn, rural Pettisville, is 
convinced what she's learned 
from the Junior Fair will help 
her in the future.  
 "Definitely!" says Sarah, a 
junior at Pettisville High School 
who has taken part in the Junior 
Fair since she was 8. 
 "Just knowing you can be 
in the ring (to show a project 
animal) you can think 'Wow! 
I've really done something.  I'm 

glad I gave it a try."
 Secretary and reporter for the 
Pettisville Ever-Ready 4-H Club, 
Sarah is serving for the first time 
on the Junior Fair Board, and 
expects to learn a lot more that 
will help her in the future.   
 "You have to have 
teamwork to work with others 
on the board,” Sarah said. 
"You can observe others and 
learn from their skills. And you 
have to have an open mind. 
 "My older sister was on the 
Junior Fair Board. She really 
gained a lot of experience 
and connections. She learned 
valuable skills she'll continue 

to use (after she graduates from 
college) in her work area, which 
is special education."
 What's the most valuable 
thing Sarah believes she is 
learning from her Junior Fair 
experience?
 "That's a tough one," she said 
with a teenaged giggle before 
addressing the question with 
wisdom beyond her years. "I 
know that a lot of people talk 
about leadership, but I think to 
be able to be hands-on, you have 
to serve people.  Even though 
you may be in your (4-H) club 
and helping just one person, it 
can affect a lot." 

Reading, Writing– and Hurdling Pigs?
Never underestimate the educational value of the Fulton County Junior Fair

It Grills, It Steams and It Smokes
The Holland Grill makes it easy to enjoy the taste of summer all  year.

Simply put your food on, when it’s done, take it off. There is

no turning or tending. Our one-temperature

cooking and no flare-up guarantee mean you

cook by time. It’s the easiest, safest, healthiest 

way to enjoy your favorite grilled foods

 all year long. Guaranteed performance.

 No Flare-Ups!  Guaranteed!

 Archbold Equipment Co.
Archbold  419-445-0810  •  Sherwood  419-899-2151

 The Holland Epic

• Cooking Grid and Burner

    Guaranteed for Life

• Models Available in L.P.

• Heavy Steel or Stainless

    Construction

BRAVE ANY SEASON

We’ll be cooking and 
doing demos at the

Fulton County Fair!

Melanie L. Strait
Home Loan Specialist

Jay Guelde
Agricultural Finance Specialist

Nick Sheets
Agricultural Finance Specialist

Bare Lot Loans!

Home Construction Loans!

Conventional Home Loans!

Country Line Equity Loans!

Operating Loans! AS LOW AS 7.5%

Equipment Loans!

Farm Land Loans!

Equipment & Building Bin Leases!

Crop Insurance!
*Rates subject to change & qualification

"Congratulations to the

4-H and the Ag Industry!"

Ridgeville Corners
419-267-5555

Sherwood
800-899-9531

Defiance
800-899-9531

 Find Your Dream Find Your Dream
 Those who are successful in life are usually 
 dedicated to a specific goal, purpose, or dream.

 What’s your dream?
 To build your own home?
 To start your own business?

 Whatever your dream.
 Whatever you do.
 We’re here to help
 you do it well.

 Our purpose is to provide
 you with the financial
 expertise and services
 you need to
 achieve your goals.

 Contact Chad Kruse
 Ridgeville Corners
 Branch Manager

 Member

Labor Day 

Holiday Spa Sale
at Defiance Water Recreation

August 27 thru September 6
In Stock 

3-5 Person Spas

$3495-$4995

In Stock
 6-8 Person Spas

25% Off 
Regular Price

Includes: Cover, Delivery, Set Up, Start Up Chemicals, Filter & 3-Year Warranty

Have you heard 
Dr. Nafziger’s 

Wellcare
presentation?

Stop by our booth in 
merchant building #3 
for a sneak preview.

Dr. Randy Nafziger

Keep Your Family Well!

www.nafzigerchiro.com 419.445.1600

800 Stryker Street, Suite B, Archbold

Photo Reprints
(of published & unpublished photos taken by 

Archbold Buckeye photographers)

are available for viewing 
and purchase at

ArchboldBuckeye.com
Just click on the Big Blue Button on our home page!


